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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

February 27, 1882 


Hon. A.L. Snowden 
Superintendent 


Sir, 


In answer to your request for a statement of the reasons for the apparently large wastage 
in the settlement of the Minor Coinage Account in December last, I respectfully state 


That at the close of the Fiscal year 1879, having no funds to purchase copper for Gold 
and Silver Alloy, in order to meet the urgent and heavy demand for coin, 10,000 Ibs of copper, 
which was on hand, purchased for Minor Coinage, was used for Gold and Silver Alloy. This had 
not been returned at the weighing up in December 1881 for a settlement of the Minor Coinage 
Account; and hence the apparently large wastage in this account. 


An examination of the make up of Gold and Silver melts for the same period, viz from 
July 1, 1879 to Dec. 31, 1881, shows that the Silver required 180,235 Ibs. Copper and the Gold 








1238735" 7 
There was on hand Dec. 31 1881 inG & S a/c 7,500 “ - 
Total 200,608 “ 7 
The whole amount of copper purchased and 
Charged to Gold & Silver Alloy a/c for the 
Same period is 189.880 “ = 
Showing an Excess used - 10,728 “ “ 


10,000 lbs. of which belonged to the Minor Coinage account. 


Very Respectfully submitted 
N.B. Boyd 
Asst.M & R 


